Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims : 

Claims 1 to 16 (Canceled) . 



Claim 17 (Currently amended) : Microparticles stable and 
storable at room temperature of insulin, optionally rrt 
asaooiaL ion with excipi^iiLs a^leiled from the group oonsisLiny of 
sacchai ideb, polvsaiohaiidas, amiuoaoids, phoopo lipids and 
polydlcohul, said luicioyui Lioles : 

ke-i"y ob tained hy opiay diyiny an ayueuus solution of 
insulin l iauiny an aoid pll und o i Lhe isoileoLiic puinL (5.4) u£ 
insulin and a ooucmiLiaLion u£ insulin in amounts ul from 5 Lu 
100 my/ml, 

- showing a d90 volume diameter lower than 9 urn, 

- 80% of them exhibiting an aerodynamic diameter lower than 

5 urn, 

" having corrugated or raisin -like surface and conLaininy 
less Lhan 10% by weiyht of salts, 

- having a moisture cont ent in the range of 2 to 3% , whaiwin 
said microparticles being obtai ned bv sprav drvina an aqueous 
solution of insulin having an acid pH under thg isoelectric point 
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(5.4) of insulin and a concentration of insulin in amounts of 
from 5 to 100 mq/ml, said aqueous solution being to be spray 
dried is prepared in an unbuffered aqueous solution of acetic 
acid. 

Claim 18 (Previously presented) : Microparticles according to 
claim 17 having a tapped density lower than 0.2 g/cm 3 . 

Claim 19 (Currently amended) : Microparticles according to 
claim 18, wherein insulin is in association with excipients 
selected from the group consisting of saccharides, 
polysaccharides, amino acids, phospholipids and polvalcohol said 
excipient is mannitol . 

Claim 20 (Previously presented) : Microparticles according to 
claim 17 containing insulin in amorphous form. 

Claim 21 (Currently amended) : Pharmaceutical compositions 
suitable to be inhaled containing the microparticles 
Microparticles according to claim ^rh 19, wherein said excipient 
is mannitol. 
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Claim 22 (Currently amended) : Pharmaceutical compositions 
suitable to be inhaled consisting of comprising the 
microparticles according to claim 17. 
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